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Dr. Andrew Coates: In a modern democracy, it seems to me that it’s a responsibility of the
government to guarantee all necessary care to everyone in the democracy, and also to protect the
privacy of the decision making between the patient and his or her caregiver. And if you think
about that a little bit further, what would it mean if we had national health insurance? What
would it mean if we had access to all necessary care? - we didn’t have to worry when our
mother needed to make a transition to a nursing home.; we didn’t have to worry when our child
got leukemia; we didn’t have to worry... like all of my patients - every patient | have in the
hospital is worried about the money problems that are going to follow their illness. And it is an
absolute national disgrace - Yes, we can indict that, but let’s think about that the other way. What
kind of freedom would we have if we could travel anywhere we wanted and know that there
would be an adequate health care infrastructure? - if the Adirondacks - with an underserved
population in my own state - has hospitals with the support staff they needed? This would be
liberating. And it would change the political culture of our nation to the idea that we can do this
together. We all deserve basic human dignity, and we should all be free - and | think that health
care is such a modern necessity that that can take our democracy to that place.
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